Dear Governor Newsom,

This letter addresses SB 79, Senator Wiener's purported emergency housing bill. While framed as a critical response to California's housing shortage, the bill's scope and passage raise serious concerns regarding its constitutionality and equitable application across the state.

The repeated characterization of every housing bill introduced by Senator Wiener as an "emergency" warrants scrutiny. This designation allows the state to preempt local control, specifically undermining the rights of charter cities under the California Constitution. These cities, by virtue of their charters, possess a degree of autonomy in enacting local land-use regulations. SB 79, however, appears to target specific areas, notably within Los Angeles County, rather than addressing the statewide housing crisis comprehensively. The bill's limited geographical focus contradicts the claim of a statewide emergency.

Furthermore, the significant amendments introduced during the bill's passage through the Assembly raise questions about its actual purpose. The final version seems less focused on equitable distribution of housing resources and more geared towards achieving a specific policy agenda: the elimination of single-family zoning in large cities, predominantly in Southern California. This targeted approach suggests a departure from the stated emergency rationale.

The process of amending SB 79 has effectively circumvented the intended purpose of addressing a statewide housing crisis. Instead, it appears to leverage the urgency of the housing shortage to enact a policy that disproportionately impacts certain municipalities, potentially violating the constitutional rights of charter cities to local control.

We urge you to carefully review SB 79, considering the potential for unconstitutional overreach. We believe a veto, or at the very least, a line-item veto to remove the provisions unrelated to a statewide housing solution, is warranted. Such action would ensure that California's housing crisis is addressed equitably and in a manner consistent with the constitutional rights of all its cities.

Finally, you are asking many of us to support your current bid to redistrict the state. You are stating the reason for this is to restore democracy and democratic values. All we were asking in your review of SB 79 when it comes before you is the same consideration in restoring democracy and allowing Charter Cities their constitutional right to local control in land use and zoning.

Sincerely,


