

Governor Newsom,
We are writing to you regarding SB 79—a bill that barely cleared policy committees and passed the Senate floor by just one vote. This is not a mandate from the Legislature, and it should not be treated as one.
Cities across California have spent millions of taxpayer dollars complying with the state’s RHNA requirements, identifying zoning capacity at all levels of affordability while affirmatively furthering fair housing. Local jurisdictions met this challenge by planning new housing near transit and underutilized commercial corridors. 
Most Housing Elements have only just been certified, and their results have yet to be implemented. SB 79 undermines this work by demanding additional density—far beyond state mandates—and by targeting single-family neighborhoods.
The neighborhoods most impacted by SB 79 are modest, working-class communities, high fire zones, historic districts, or simply stable residential areas where families have invested in their futures. SB 79 dismisses the value of homeownership.
Governor, you seek higher office. Can you honestly say that the rights of individual homeowners are unimportant, and that they do not deserve full transparency before their neighborhoods are rezoned?
We ask you to veto this bill—or at the very least, the provisions that strip protections from single-family homes. 
SB 79 passed not on merit, but through carve-outs and exemptions designed to secure votes. 
If the housing crisis is truly a statewide concern, why does this bill exempt most jurisdictions, leaving only a handful to bear the burden while losing their Charter City land-use rights?
We urge you to stand for more housing, but also for transparency, smart planning, and the rights of all Californians. SB 79 tramples these principles in favor of special interests. 
Not every housing bill is a good bill—and this one deserves your veto.
Respectfully,


